
68th Annual Convention & Trade Show

Rocky Mountain Agribusiness Association

The Omni Interlocken Resort
500 Interlocken Blvd

Broomfield, CO 80021

January 7th-9th, 2020



The Rocky Mountain Agribusiness Association wants to give you a chance to elevate your career!

Join us Jan. 7-9, 2020 where RMAA members and affiliates will kick-off the New Year and gather for the 
Annual Meeting at The Omni Interlocken Resort. This conference is an indispensable opportunity for 

members to build relationships and learn from experts in the industry.

Join us January 7-9, 2020

11:45am - 1:00pm Registration open
1:00pm - 1:30pm Mode of Action of Grass Herbicides | Chad W. Shelton | Albaugh, LLC

Education will be provided on herbicide modes of actions, grassy weed selectivity  and 
comparisons between group 2 (ALS) and group 1 (ACC) grass herbicides. 

Credit: 1.0cr Use of Pesticides (PA) / 0.5cr Pest Management  (CCA)
1:35pm - 2:35pm Till & Residue Removal  | Joel Schneekloth | Colorado State University

Tillage and residue management are important in irrigated management as water supplies 
become constrained. Under a current project at Akron, tillage and residue management are 
being investigated on the impact of water and nutrient management. Along with production 
measurements, impacts to soil water infiltration, soil water usage and soil biology are being 
measured.

Credit: 1.0cr Crop Management  (CCA)
2:35pm - 2:55pm Break
2:55pm - 3:55pm New Technology for Winter Grass Control in Wheat | Chad W. Shelton | Albaugh, LLC

This technical presentation will cover the development and proper use of the new non-gmo 
herbicide tolerant wheat production system. Focusing on the best management practices for 
maximizing grassy weed control using a group 1 herbicide for control of grassy weeds like feral 
rye, jointed goatgrass and brome species. Key topics discussed will include Aggressor rates by 
weed species, surfactants by weed species, volume of application, weed growth stage, wheat 
stage of growth and broadleaf tank-mix partners. 

Credit: 1.0cr Agricultural Weed Control (PA) / 1.0cr Pest Management (CCA)
4:00pm - 5:00pm Cover Crops in Semi-Arid & Dryland Systems | Merle Vigil | USDA, Central Great Plains Res. Station

NRCS has been charged with encouraging the beneficial use of cover crops for building soil health 
and eco-system services on all US farmlands.  RMA is charged with developing actuarial tables 
for insuring farmers who plant cover crops. RMA is concerned that in semi-arid regions (that 
use summer fallow) that the insurance payout on continuous cropping in the semi-arid west is 
economically unsustainable.  The use of a cover crop is essentially continuous cropping.   Here I 
will present peer reviewed research on the effect a cover crop has (when terminated at different 
times) on subsequent wheat yield. Research will also be presented showing cover crop water use 
in mixtures versus single species plantings. Finally data showing the benefits of cropping any crop 
cover crop or annual cropping on soil microbial activity will be presented. 

Credit: 1.0cr Crop Management (CCA)
5:00pm - 6:00pm Cocktail hour

Tuesday, Jan. 7th, 2020

Tentative Conference Schedule

continued next page...



9:05am - 10:05am Fertilizer Decisions, Water Quality, Soil Health | Darn Harmel | USDA, Agricultural Research Service

The presentation will address a number of topics, including: 1) how fertilizer decisions are made 
and how they affect on-farm economics and regulatory perceptions, 2) how runoff from farm and 
ranch fields is assessed and regulatory implications, and 3) should I jump on the soil health band 
wagon?? 

Credit: 1.0cr Nutrient Management (CCA)
10:05am - 10:35am Break
10:35am - 11:35am Integrated Forest Health | Jane Stewart | Colorado State University

This presentation will cover a range of forest insect pests and pathogens that are new or emerging 
within Colorado forests. We will also focus on pests that have not yet been introduced into Colo-
rado, and that we should be on the lookout for. For each pest and pathogen, we will discuss signs 
and symptoms, life history and management options.

Credit: 1.0cr Forest Pest Control (PA)
11:40am - 1:00pm Luncheon
1:35pm - 2:05pm CDA Update | Will be Assigned | Colorado Dept. of Agriculture

An update from the Colorado Department of Agicutre on pesticide issues.

Credit: 1.0cr Laws & Regulations (PA) / 0.5cr Pest Management (CCA)
2:10pm - 2:40pm Choosing & Using a Respirator | Tara Steinke | Soapweed Solutions

The use of respirators when required by the product label will be discussed.  The different types of 
respirators and filters will be presented.  Emphasis will be placed medical evaluation and training 
requirements when using a respirator.

Credit: 1.0cr Applicator Safety (PA) / 0.5cr Pest Management (CCA)
2:40pm - 3:10pm Break
3:10pm - 4:10pm Disease Management in Specialty Crops | Jane Stewart | Colorado State University

The presentation will cover a range of pests and pathogens important in Specialty crops, with 
emphasis in tree fruit systems. We will talk about pest and pathogens that results in root, foliage, 
and fruit issues. For each pest and pathogen, we will discussion signs and symptoms, life history 
and management strategies. 

Credit: 1.0cr Agricultural Disease (PA) / 1.0cr Pest Management (CCA)

7:30am - 8:00am Registration open
8:00am - 9:00am Proposed Changes to NRCS Nutrient Management Standards  | Christine Newton | USDA NRCS 

NRCS Conservation Practice Standards (CPS) contain information on why and where conserva-
tion practices are applied, and set forth the minimum quality criteria that must be met during the 
application of that practice in order for it to achieve its intended purpose(s). The Nutrient Manage-
ment Conservation Practice Standard (Code 590) is currently in the process of revision.  Changes 
to the standard will be highlighted and discussed.

Credit: 1.0cr Nutrient Management (CCA)
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Thursday, Jan. 9th, 2020

7:30am - 8:00am Registration open
8:00am - 9:00am Colorado’s Regulation 85 | Erik Wardle | Colorado State University

Colorado passed Regulation 85 in 2012 to reduce nutrient pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams.  
Regulation 85 does not currently regulate agriculture, but recommends voluntary action to avoid 
future regulation after 2022.  Voluntary adoption of BMPs can help reduce agricultural nutrient 
pollution and avoid potential regulation after 2022. 

Credit: 1.0cr Soil & Water(CCA)
9:05am - 10:05am Changes to Water Quality Program & Addition of Surface Water | Erik Wardle | Colorado State Uni-

versity

On June 3rd, 2019, Governor Polis signed Senate Bill 19-186 which expanded the authority of the 
Agricultural Chemicals & Groundwater Protection program to now include the monitoring and 
management of surface water.  How this Bill expanded the Agricultural Chemicals and Ground-
water Protection Program will be presented. Agricultural chemicals covered under this legislation 
include commercial fertilizers and all pesticides.

Credit: 1.0cr Soil & Water (CCA)
10:05am - 10:25am Break
10:25am - 11:25am Annual Grasses | Shannon Clark | Colorado State University

Invasive annual grasses impact rights-of-way by competing with desirable plants.  Cheatgrass, 
Japanese brome, Ventenata and Medusahead can all potentially impact Colorado’s rights-of-way. 
Winter annuals are able to occupy areas where the desirable vegetation had been disturbed.   
Identification and management of these invasive annual grasses will be discussed.

Credit: 1.0cr Industrial & Right-of-Way (PA) 
11:30am - 12:00pm Using Herbicides to Release Native Species & Improve Habitat | Shannon Clark | Colorado State 

University

The use of herbicides is often derided in non-crop situations because of the fear of harm to native 
and desirable plant species. Recent research has focused on using specific herbicides at specified 
times to release native/desirable species by killing the invasive competitors.

Credit: 1.0cr Environmental Protection (PA) / 1.0cr Pest Management (CCA)
12:00pm - 12:30pm Adjourn / Sign CEC forms

4:15pm - 4:45pm Public Exposure Concerns | Sandra K. McDonald | Mountain West PEST

Pesticide applicators are often asked about the risks of the products they are using.  This presenta-
tion will provide an overview of how EPA conducts risk assessment and mitigates risk via the label.  
A variety of EPA and NPIC risk communication resources will be presented.

Credit: 1.0cr Public Safety (PA) / 0.5cr Pest Management (CCA)
5:00pm - 6:00pm Cocktail Hour
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Program Speakers

Shannon Clark, Colorado State University

Shannon Clark is a Post-Doctoral Researcher at Colorado State University. She received 
her PhD and MS from Colorado State University and received her BS from University of 
Colorado - colorado springs. She is evaluating annual control on rangeland and rights-
of-way with emphasis on restoring desirable plant populations.

Daren Harmel, USDA, Agricultural Research Service

PhD, Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering, Oklahoma State University (1997), 
hydrology and water quality emphasis.  From 1999-2016, Daren was employed as a 
Research Agricultural Engineer with the USDA-ARS in Temple, TX.  His research interests 
include: 1) hydrologic and water quality data collection methodology, 2) measurement 
uncertainty, and 3) land use impacts on water quality and hydrology.  Since the fall of 
2016, Dr. Harmel has served as the Director of the USDA-ARS Center for Agricultural 
Resources Research in Fort Collins, CO.  In this role, he oversees ARS research in Fort 
Collins, Greeley, and Nunn, CO and Cheyenne, WY.

Sandra K. McDonald, Mountain West PEST

Sandra McDonald founded Mountain West PEST (Pesticide Education & Safety Training) 
in 2009.  Prior to establishing Mountain West PEST, Sandra was the Environmental 
and Pesticide Education Specialist at Colorado State University.  She worked for 
thirteen years at Colorado State University where she was involved in specialty crop 
pesticide research in addition to her role as a pesticide safety educator.  Sandra also 
has extensive teaching experiences in pesticide safety, pesticide applicator exposure, 
pest management and pesticides in the environment.  She is an active member of 
the American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators, the Western Society of Weed 
Science and the Rocky Mountain Agribusiness Association.

Christine Newton, USDA NCRS

Christine Newton is a Conservation Agronomist for the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in the state of Colorado.  She has been with the agency for 11 
years and considers it a privilege to work with agricultural producers and industry 
professionals carrying out NRCS’s mission to improve, protect and conserve national 
resources on private lands. She also provides agronomic training and assistance 
NRCS field staff in nutrient and pest management planning and creating soil health 
management systems.  She is a Certified Crop Advisor and has a BS in Forestry and an 
MS in Ecology from Virginia Tech and Penn State, respectively.

Joel Schneekloth, Colorado State University

Joel is the Regional Water Resource Specialist for Colorado State University. Joel has 
been with Colorado State University since 2000. Prior to that, he held a Water Resource 
Extension Educator position with the University of Nebraska. Joel conducts research 
and educational programs relating to irrigation and crop production with a primary 
emphasis upon limited water supplies. He has conducted research and education 
programs on drought tolerant corn, tillage and residue management for irrigated corn 
production, irrigation timing impacts on crop production.

continued next page...
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Chad W. Shelton, Albaugh, LLC

Born and raised on a wheat and cattle ranch in Pomeroy, WA.  Earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Washington State University in Agronomy and Integrated Pest 
Management in 1989. Division agronomist for Western Farm Service for ten years 
charged with development and management of R&D and proprietary products.  US 
Marketing Manager for BASF for six years launched Clearfield technology in rice, wheat 
and sunflowers. Headline fungicide market development manager implemented key 
initiatives for Plant Health and Power Yield marketing programs.  US Crop Marketing 
manager for Syngenta for seven years. Managing the Syngenta seed care portfolio 
for vegetables, potatoes, cereals, sugarbeets and alfalfa.  Global Director, Proprietary 
Products for Albaugh, LLC charged with finding unique technologies around the globe 
that will have a positive impact on the challenges that growers face in crop production.    

Tara Steinke, Soapweed Solutions

Tara Steinke is a safety officer and trainer for the oil and gas industry. Tara has been 
involved in OSHA outreach education for General Industry for 10.5 years. She was part 
of the Colorado State University Environmental and Pesticide Education Program for 8 
years; she focused on private applicators and worker protection.

Jane Stewart, Colorado State University

Jane Stewart is an Assistant Professor of Plant Pathology in the Department of 
Agricultural Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest Management at Colorado State 
University. She has a Master’s Degree in forestry from the University of Vermont and a 
PhD in plant pathology from Washington State University.  She also held postdoctoral 
positions at the USDA ARS Horticultural Research Lab in Corvallis, OR, and the Dept. 
of Plant Pathology at the University of Georgia. She extensive experience in fungal 
biology and evolution, molecular diagnostics, and management of plant pathogens, 
including invasive and emerging pathogens. 

Merle Vigil, USDA- Central Great Plains Res. Station

Dr. Vigil is a Research Leader/Soil scientist for the USDA-ARS Soil Management and 
Sugar Beet Research Unit in Fort Collins, Colorado, and at the USDA-ARS Central Great 
Plains Research Station, in Akron Colorado. Earned his PH D. in Soil Science at Kansas 
State University, MS and BS in Agronomy at Colorado State University. He is a Fellow 
in the American Society of Agronomy and the Soil Science Society of America. He 
has authored or co-authored 176 scientific and technical publications (87 as refereed 
manuscripts) dealing with soil fertility, water use efficiency and dryland cropping 
system management.  

Erick Wardle, Colorado State University

Erick Wardle is a Water Quality Specialist in the Department of Soil & Crop Sciences at 
Colorado State University.  
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Omni Interlocken Resort

500 Interlocken Blvd.
Broomfield, CO 80021

Special room rates for the RMAA Annual Convention! 
$129/night Deluxe Room | $149/night Premier Room | $209/night VIP One Bedroom Suite

Your hotel accommodations should be made directly with the Omni Interlocken Hotel. RMAA has reserved 
a block of rooms at this special rate for a limited time. RMAA’s room block will be released on December 3, 
2019. Make sure you make your room reservations prior to this date.

Reserve your room Online by Clicking Here or 
Call 303-438-6600 and be sure to indicate that you will be attending the RMAA Annual Convention. 

Enclosed is an individual registration form for the 
upcoming convention. The program and exhibit 
committees have made several changes to meet 
the needs of today. Many of the changes have been 
at the exhibitors or attendees request.

Credit Information

Each conference attendee, including exhibitors and booth 
personnel, must fill out an individual registration form. 
Companies who have several employees who are planning to 
attend may want to pay for all of them in one check. If additional 
registration forms are needed, copy, download or complete all 
registrations online at www.rmagbiz.org.

How to Register

Pesticide Applicator (PA) 
Credits: 10

Certified Crop Advisor (CCA)
Credits: 12

Education and CEU’s 
Available!

Register today for these  
included benefits:

Access to all Classes 
Lunch
Breaks

HospitalityYou are a Member if your Company is a Member!

Exhibit and Sponsorship Opportunities

The winter meeting is an opportunity to gain exposure for your business, products and services. There are 
a variety of sponsorships from $300 - $800, each with specific benefits.   All contributions help off-set the 
conference expenses, including the hospitality event.  

Exhibitors to RMAA 68th Annual Convention and Tradeshow get access to 200 of the most influential people in 
rocky mountain agribusiness. Reserve your space today!

The RMAA AC provides a place for the latest industry knowledge and technology all in one place. Networking 
opportunities and a professional environment promotes the flow of information.

If you would like to take advantage of one of these opportunities, please visit www.rmagbiz.org or contact the 
RMAA office at 303-280-5208 with any questions.

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/denver-interlocken/meetings/rmaa-2020-annual-conference
https://rmagbiz.org/meetinginfo.php
https://rmagbiz.org/meetinginfo.php


Meeting Registration 
Includes: Classes, Lunch, Breaks & Hospitality

Registration Type Early Rate By Dec. 19th Rate After Dec. 19th
Member Fee  $175.00  $200.00
Non-member Fee  $250.00  $275.00

Contribution
Please contact us for benefits information

 Gold $800
 Silver $500
 Bronze $300

GRAND TOTAL $

Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

 Check made payable to RMAA enclosed 

 Visa    MasterCard    AMEX 

_____________________________________________________________
Credit Card #

_____________________________________________________________
Expiration Date     CVC Code

_____________________________________________________________
Name on Card     Signature

_____________________________________________________________
Billing Address   City     State  Zip

Save Time & Register Online!  www.rmagbiz.org

Winter Meeting 2020 Registration

ONE FORM PER ATTENDEE.  PLEASE COPY FOR ADDITIONAL REGISTRATIONS
-or-

Name
Company
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone Number Cell Phone 
Email Address 

You are a Member if your Company is a Member!

For Office Use Only:
Type: Check  Credit card Cash
Date:________ Amt Pd:________ Inv#:______

Send Completed Registration Form 
and Payment Information to:
Email: info@rmagbiz.org  
Fax to 303-458-0002   

 -or by mail- 

RMAA 
12110 Pecos St. Ste. 220 
Westminster, CO 80234

Payment & Cancellation: 
Cancellation requests must be 
received by Dec. 19, 2019 to receive 
a refund. No refunds will be issued 
after this date.

Payment Information

https://rmagbiz.org/meetinginfo.php
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